
Literacy for Life



Strategic Direction (304: Targeted Use of School Resources)

We will align current intervention for primary students 
for literacy and numeracy through whole school 
programs. 

Key Performance Indicator 1
We will implement intervention programs endorsed by 
CEWA for literacy and numeracy programs across the 
whole school.

Implementation 1.1
Assess what the intervention needs are for our 
students across the school. Work with CEWA on 
programs they endorse to help students achieve their 
full potential. (Implementation 2020).
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What is Sounds-Write?

Sounds-Write is an evidence-based phonics 
program utilizing an exciting and highly 
successful approach to the teaching of 
reading, spelling and writing. It places 
emphasis on providing practice that is 
grounded in physical, concrete experience 
of the skills and conceptual understanding 
that students need to assimilate. Sounds-
Write is developmentally appropriate for 
beginning readers and also highly effective 
intervention for children at all year levels. 



How will it work?

• Students will participate in 3/4 Literacy for Life 
sessions per week

• Alternate lesson times
• Open and regular communication between classroom 

teachers and Literacy for Life Team
• Rebecca Champan is the point of contact for any 

enquiries
alice.chapman@cewa.edu.au



Sounds-Write is a linguistic phonics program
that starts from what children already know, 
the sounds of their own language. It teaches 
in careful steps, how each of the 44 or so 
phonemes (sounds) can be represented in 
written English.

It is based on teaching the knowledge, 
conceptual and factual, on which the English 
alphabet code is based, and the three skills 
needed to enable learners to use our code 
effectively.



What are the skills?
1.Blending – pushing the sounds together to 

build a word
e.g.  c...a...t  = cat

2. Segmenting – pulling apart the 
individual sounds in words.

e.g.  pig = p…i…g
3. Phoneme manipulation – take sounds out 
and put sounds into words. 

e.g.  <o> - is it ‘o’ as in hot, or   
‘oe’ as in no



What is conceptual knowledge?
1. Letters are symbols (graphemes) that 

represent sounds (phonemes).
2. A phoneme (sound) can be represented by 1, 

2, 3 or 4 letters.
e.g.   dog     street      night     dough

3. One sound can have different spellings.
e.g.   break     gate stay rain

4. One spelling can have different sounds.
e.g.   bread      meat       steak



What is factual knowledge?
It is the way of representing our speech 
sounds. We have 26 letters in our alphabet 
but use around 44 sounds. There are 
approximately 176 symbols to represent 
these sounds. One letter one sound - ‘a’ as 
in cat, ‘v’ as in vet; two or more letters one 
sound – ‘ee’ as in tree, igh’ as in night, 
‘ough’ as in though.



• Initial Code

• Extended Code

• Polysyllabic











Supplement to the Literacy for Life Power-Point 

 
1. Most students will commence the program with the Initial Code units – in order to 

fill any gaps in their alphabet code knowledge, to correct pronunciation and letter 
formation errors, and to consolidate and encourage fluency with their decoding and 
encoding skills, as well as ensuring they fully understand the concepts relevant to 
the unit they are working in. 
 

2. Multisyllable words will be introduced as soon as we feel the students have gained 
sufficient proficiency with the blending and segmenting skills of single syllable words 
with the following patterns CCVC, CVCC, CCVCC, CCCVCC, CVCCC. 
 

3. Homework will be focussed on students gaining automaticity with the blending and 
segmenting skills, and this will require daily multisensory practice - ‘saying the 
sounds and reading the words’ while using gesture to keep the eyes focussed on the 
words and  ‘saying the sounds and writing the word’. 
 
 

4. Reading books will be decodable and will often have notes for parents/ teachers 
inside the front cover and/or back cover relating to correct pronunciation of sounds, 
along with tips for reading with your child at home. 
 

5. Phonicbooks website has a section for parents to assist with reading at home as well 
as a comprehensive video on pronunciation of the 44 phonemes. Here you can also 
download the alphabet code charts if you wish to. 
https://www.phonicbooks.co.uk 
 
 

6. Sounds~Write website has some information about the reading, writing and spelling 
program and articles on evidence -based success of the program, all available to 
view without a passcode. It also has an app for use with ipads which is well worth 
looking at, as it will assist you to understand what we are trying to achieve with 
homework practice. It is only available in Initial Code at the moment. However, if 
used with the students, it does require supervision so that it is completed effectively. 
https://www.sounds-write.co.uk 
 

7. Hopefully the above information along with the power-point and handouts will assist 
you to understand what we are trying to achieve with the program. Once the 
students have gained automaticity with the bending and segmenting skills and 
increased their alphabet code knowledge, this should lighten the cognitive load and 
free up space for students to focus on comprehension, re reading to gain meaning 
when a sentence does not make sense to them and develop increased fluency. 
 

 
 
 

https://www.phonicbooks.co.uk/
https://www.sounds-write.co.uk/
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